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what’s new

Bioinformatics platform
The QIAGEN Clinical Insight (QCI) clinical decision sup-

port solution streamlines the annotation, interpretation and 

reporting of next-generation sequencing results (NGS) 

for clinical laboratories. The bioinformatics platform has 

been expanded from interpreting NGS data on somatic 

mutations in solid tumour cancers to add leukaemia 

and lymphoma testing, as well as testing for hereditary 

cancer indications.

The product enables labs to efficiently provide the 

valuable molecular insights made possible by next-

generation sequencing. For somatic cancer indications, 

the enhancements include insights for diagnostic testing 

as well as monitoring and progression, support for copy 

number variations (CNVs) and fusion genes, and additional 

prognostics data from the literature.

The unit now provides comprehensive cover of FDA- 

and EMA-approved drug labels, NCCN, ASCO and ESMO 

professional guidelines, and active genotype-related clinical 

trials to complement comprehensive coverage of literature 

references and a wide range of reported case databases. 

The enhancements also add 32 hereditary cancer genes 

to QCI’s coverage, providing a more complete solution for 

laboratories to interpret and report on germline variants, 

including support for NGS comprehensive cancer panels 

testing for both somatic and inherited cancers.

The product now includes comprehensive curation of 

the hereditary cancer literature and curated clinical case 

counts for common heritable cancers including breast and 

ovarian cancer, Lynch syndrome, Peutz-Jegher syndrome, 

ataxia telangiectasia, neurofibromatosis, hereditary diffuse 

gastric cancer, familial prostate cancer, polyposis and more.

QIAGEN Pty Ltd

www.qiagen.com

Inline 
refractometer
Anton Paar has intro-

duced the L-Rix 510 sensor, its first inline process refractometer. The product 

makes fast, easy work of a wide range of hygienic applications, including 

measurements on pharmaceuticals, dairy, sugar solutions, syrup, food and 

beverages containing pulp.

The unit comes ready to install with a preset factory setting that never 

needs adjustment or recalibration. The sensor’s soldered optics need no 

liquid seals and ensure maintenance-free operation for the first 10 years 

of its service life. Users benefit from ‘fit and forget’ simplicity and years of 

continuous performance.

The product is said to provide refractive index and concentration results 

comparable to those of laboratory refractometers. Once CIP/SIP routines 

are completed, the sensor reactivates in just minutes to minimise downtime.

The device brings built-in intelligence to production-line monitoring. An intui-

tive touch-screen interface makes it easy to set up instrument parameters. It 

is available in three versions: the L-Rix 510, for use with Anton Paar’s mPDS 

5 evaluation unit; the L-Rix 510 OT, with a built-in operating terminal that 

displays measured values; and the L-Rix 510 ROT, which displays values 

on a remote operating terminal.

The sensor seamlessly integrates with other equipment and controls via 

analog output or fieldbus connections using PROFIBUS, Modbus TCP and 

PROFINET, DeviceNet or Ethernet/IP protocols. It conforms with ASME Bio-

processing Equipment Standards and NAMUR NE107 diagnostic standards 

and is EHEDG certified.

MEP Instruments Pty Limited

www.mep.net.au

http://www.kartell.com.au
http://www.amsl.com.au
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what’s happening

Tecan helps drive the fuels of the future
At the Madrid-based technology centre of global energy 

company Repsol, scientists are conducting research 

into fossil fuel alternatives. Their work relies on the use 

of two Freedom EVO platforms from Tecan for colony 

picking and enzymatic assays, as well as the company’s 

350 µL nested LiHa disposable tips to achieve extended 

walkaway times.

“The investigation of new biological applications 

involves screening large numbers of mutants of 

different microorganisms, enabling the best-performing 

candidates to be selected for further studies,” explained 

Jose Miguel Seoane, a researcher in the biotechnology 

department. “As we test thousands of different mutations, automated, high-throughput screening is the key to our success.”

Seoane revealed that the researchers generate up to 10,000 colonies per week, meaning long periods of walkaway 

automation are essential and nested tips are indispensable. “It makes no sense to invest in automation if you need to 

manually place tips on the workdeck every 20 minutes or so,” he noted.

“The release of 350 µL nested LiHa disposable tips, with a novel design incorporating a frame between each tray, 

was an important development. The trays fit perfectly and the stack remains in perfect alignment, eliminating tip pick-up 

failures. This makes the workflow more robust and efficient, as well as providing the long walkaway times that we need.”

Seoane added that Tecan’s field engineers “know the systems well and are very responsive”, providing the centre with 

much-needed support and thus preventing project setbacks. “It is a pleasure to work with the company,” he concluded.

Tecan Australia

www.tecan.com.au

Insulin ELISA kit
Insulin is a peptide hormone made in the 

pancreas by beta cells and promotes the 

uptake of glucose from the blood inside 

tissues, where it is stored in the form of gly-

cogen and fat. By controlling glucose levels, 

insulin serves as the central regulator of fat 

and carbohydrate metabolism.

The Insulin ELISA Kit, from Enzo Life Sci-

ences, enables the detection of insulin in 

serum, plasma and tissue culture media. 

Key features include: sensitive measurement 

of insulin, detecting as little as 21.6 pg/mL; 

negligible cross reactivity with proinsulin; 

high-throughput format, with results in 3 h 

for up to 39 samples in duplicate; and fully 

quantitative results that are said to surpass 

semi-quantitative western blot analysis.

The kit is suitable for a variety of research 

areas, including diabetes mellitus, hypoglycae-

mia, impaired glucose tolerance, insulinoma, 

metabolic syndrome and polycystic ovary 

syndrome.

United Bioresearch Products Pty Ltd

www.unitedbioresearch.com.au

Graduated beakers
Kartell manufactures a large range of graduated beakers in a variety of different plastics. They 

are available with plain-moulded or blue-printed graduations and are suitable for foodstuff.

The PP graduated low-form beaker range conforms to ISO 7056 - 1981 E and BS 5404 

Part 1. The beaker is autoclavable to 121°C for 20 min and is suitable for continuous work at 

100°C. Manufactured to provide high translucency, the product is available with permanent-

moulded graduations or printed blue graduations and also has good chemical resistance.

The PMP TPX graduated low-form beakers conform to ISO 7056 - 1981 E and BS 5404 

Part 1. The clear and autoclavable product will withstand temperatures of 170°C for short 

periods. Manufactured with the option of moulded graduations or printed blue, the product 

has good chemical resistance.

Both ranges of beakers are available in capacities ranging from 25 to 5000 mL, with sub-

divisions ranging from 1 to 500 mL.

Sieper & Co Pty Ltd

www.sieper.com.au




